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ITINERARY № 1 

Places to visit: MONTANA – BERKOVITSA – VARSHETS – CHIPROVSTI – BELOGRADCHIK – 
VIDIN – KULA – RAKOVITSA – CALAFAT – MAGLAVIT – CETATE – PODARI – CRAIOVA – MONTANA

Length of tourist route (itinerary) from the starting to the final point: 720 km.
For how long: As the sites are away from each other, it is advisable to allow about seven 

days for the entire route to be completed. All three districts offer good accommodation and 
are suitable for spending vacations. 

When: All seasons are suitable
How: the best way is by car because using public transport will take longer.  

The itinerary starts from the Montana district. It is located between the north-western 
slopes of the Balkan Mountains and the Danube River. The picturesque relief and rich 

cultural and historical heritage impress anyone who has touched the treasures of these 
lands. Ancient monasteries, mineral waters, ancient fortresses, quiet villages and countless 
paths through the cool shadows of the Balkans are waiting to be discovered and transformed 
into memories. 

In The Historical Museum in Montana are kept important artefacts from the ancient 
history of the town - the Eneolithic era. A rich collection of flint, stone and bone tools - 

flint scrapers, knives and arrowheads, stone hammers and axes, hoes and antler awls 
was gathered.

From the time of the Thracians who inhabited Montana until the 1st century AD, 
many remains have been found. Ceramics with different ornaments, as well as 
Thracian war equipment from the Late Iron Age are exposed.

A particularly valuable exhibit is the Yakimovsko Treasure, discovered in 1972. 
It consists of 4 conical cups, cantharos, 2 massive bracelets with snake head ends 
and 2 appliqués. All items are made of silver. The treasure is dated to the II-I 
centuries BC. A copy (duplicate) of the treasure is on display in Montana and the 

original is stored in the National Museum of History in Sofia.
The other must-visit site in town of Montana is the Lapidarium. The archaeolog-

ical exposition of epigraphic monuments from the Roman era is located in the area 
of the ancient town of Montana, on a surface of 700 m², in the park environment of the 

A walk through the past of 
Vidin, Montana and Dolj
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Popska garden. There are 56 monuments kept in the Lapidarium found 
in the town. Particularly important are marble slabs with inscriptions, 
which are the only written sources for the history of the city in 2nd - 3rd c. 

Remains of a majestic past are found in many places throughout 
the Montana District. The ruins of the Roman fortress Castro Mon-
tanesium, built on an older Thracian settlement, are a reminder 
of the grandeur of an extinct empire. The ancient fortress is lo-
cated at the height of “Kaleto” or “Gradishte” in the south-west-
ern edge of Montana, about 40 meters above the town level. As a 
result of the archaeological excavations, a gate with a tower was 
discovered, which is a brilliant example of fortress construction in 
the 3rd – 4th c., barracks and other rooms, basilica and walls from 
the Roman era, Slavic dwellings and sanctuary, as well as dwellings 
from the Copper Age in the lowest cultural layers. The fortress was 
destroyed in the 6th - 7th centuries during the attack of the Avars or 
Slavs. Subsequently, a Slavic settlement was created on its ruins. 
From the height of “Kaleto” a magnificent view of the city and the 
“Ogosta” dam opens.

Don’t miss to visit the Montanesium Town Park. The name of the 
park comes from the first name of Montana, given by the Romans, 

which is Montanesium. The park is located in the city center and offers 
a variety of entertainment. There are several restaurants around the 
lake in the park. There is a playground and outdoor gym, too. The park 
is a nice place for sports, walking and relaxation.



  39

The next stop along the route is the town of Berkovitsa. The neighboring Balkan town is 
a real open-air museum just 25 km away from the town of Montana. Architectural en-

sembles of typical representatives of ancient Bulgarian architecture tell of the Renaissance, 
when houses were built of solid stone and churches were built with the power of faith and 
a sense of eternity.

The museum complex is emblematic for the town of Berkovitsa. It includes three his-
torical sites - Art Gallery, which holds more than 1400 works of art - graphics, cartoons, 
sculptures, etc., Ethnographic Museum, where you can see the crafts of Berkovitsa locals, 
consisting of silkworms growing, silk production, copper vessels, pottery, and carpet and the 
Ivan Vazov House Museum, which has been declared an architectural and cultural monu-
ment of national importance.

Guests of the town should not miss to see the Clock Tower, a 
contemporary of Paisii Hilendarski’s History, which today rises 

like a pylon over the city square and the clock measures time with 
its copper ring.

The itinerary continues with a visit to the town of Varshets, 
tucked away in the cosy bays of the Balkans. Varshets is the oldest 
Bulgarian spa resort. It is famous for its healing mineral waters, a 
healthy climate and a vast town park, which is one of the largest 
in the country.

One of the sights of the town to visit is the new mineral bath. 
It was built in 1930 under the project of arch. Radev, with an area 
of   732 sq.m and is complying with the style of the old bathroom. 
There are balconies for healing treatment and a huge clock on the 
central facade. The roof is decorated in the four corners with sculp-

tures of little bathtub boys sitting on huge slugs, symbols of rapid 
healing. Images of nymphs - demigods represent the living forces 
of nature. They keep this «temple of health» in which miraculous 
mineral water splashes in a pool with Roman mosaics.

8. At a distance of 47 km is the next stop along the route, “St. 
John the Baptist» Lopushanski Monastery. The monastery was 
built in the Middle Ages at the foot of the Balkan Mountains, near 
the village of Georgi Damyanovo (until 1958 the village was named 
Lopushna), Montana District. The monastery complex consists of 
a church, residential and farm buildings and a stone fountain sur-
rounded by a stone wall. The Lopushanski monastery was destroyed 
and and then built again, nowadays the monastery attracts many 
tourists, impressing by the humble beauty of the place.
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The next stop of the route is on 23 km in the legendary town of 
Chiprovtsi, connected with the struggle for national liberation of 

the Balkan peoples and known for its carpet industry.
 In the town of Chiprovtsi one must visit the History Museum. The 

five halls of the museum exhibition are presented the events and pro-
cesses that highlight Chiprovtsi in the overall Bulgarian and world his-
torical space. The first hall is dedicated to mining; The second hall 
shows the works of the Chiprovtsi Gold School (XVI - XVII c.) The third 
hall presents the place and role of Catholicism in the life of the peo-
ple of Chiprovtsi in the seventeenth century, as well as the outbreak 
and the course of the Chiprovtsi Uprising. The fourth hall traces the 
main periods in the development of the Chiprovtsi carpet. There are 
exceptional specimens of Chiprovtsi rugs - a tradition included in the 
UNESCO World Heritage List. And in the fifth one are exposed church 
paintings. 

At 7 km from town of Chiprovtsi the «St. Ivan Rilski» Chiprovtsi 
monastery is located. The monastery is reached by a turn on the road 
between the villages of Belimel and Zhelezna. The Chiprovtsi Mon-
astery is a permanent establishment and is a complex of churches, 
two chapels, a three-storey bell tower, residential and farm buildings. 
The monastery courtyard is rectangular, with the western and south-
ern sides occupied by buildings and the eastern and northern sides 
enclosed by stone walls. One of the most interesting buildings in the 
Chiprovtsi Monastery is the 3-storey ossuary tower. The bones of the 
monks and those killed in the Chiprovtsi uprising against the Ottoman 
conquerors are stored on its ground floor.

After the Chiprovtsi Monastery is forthcoming a visit to the town 
of Belogradchik, known for the rock phenomenon Belogradchik Rocks. 
The town is located 55 km from the «St. Ivan Rilski» Chiprovtsi Mon-
astery. 
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In Belogradchik, tourists can enjoy the magical silhou-
ettes of the Belogradchik Rocks, which are drawing as a 

magnet. Countless legends tell mysterious stories about this 
extraordinary natural phenomenon. The rocks have been 
sculptured by nature for more than 200 million years. Their 
reddish hue is due to the content of iron oxide. They are 
diverse in shape and size of rock art, rising to more than 100 
m in height. The first group of rocks is located around the 
town of Belogradchik. The names of the more famous ones 
are the Schoolgirl, the Horseman, the Madonna, the Dervish, 
Adam and Eve, the Mushrooms, the Lion, the Monks, the 
Bear, the Castle, the Shepherd. Another group of rocks is 
located west of the town. The most famous of them are Zbe-
govete, Erkupriya and Borich. These rocks are reached by a 
well-defined road suitable for vehicles. The fourth group ex-
tends between the villages of Borovitsa and Falkovets. Here 
are the famous Borov kamak (Pine Stone), Pchelin kamak, 
Torlak, Momina Skala.

In the heart of the stone ring of Belogradchik Rocks 
stands an ancient fortress used as a military facility until 
a century ago. The fortress has existed since Roman times. 
In the 1st - 3rd century AD the Romans built roads in the new 
provinces of the Balkan Peninsula Empire, as well as for-
tresses to guard them. The task of the Belogradchik Fortress 
was to control the road from the town of Ratiaria (near the 
present village of Archar in Vidin district). The Romans built 
the highest part of the fortress called the Citadel. A few 
meters from it there are remains of another fortress - the 
Latin Kale, which served as an auxiliary fortification. The 
Belogradchik Fortress has three separate yards, with a total 
area of 10,210 sq m, and one fortification. On the fortress’s 
walls can still be seen embrasures (openings) for rifles and 
three bastions and embrasures for the cannons. The high-
est point of the fortress, called First Slab, reveals stunning 
views of the Balkan Mountains.

In the immediate vicinity of the Belogradchik Fortress 
is located the Museum of Nature and Science in Belograd-
chik. It presents in a powerful way the diversity of animal 
species. There are 520 exhibits of the most attractive part 
of the fauna and flora in northwestern Bulgaria: rock eagle, 
blue carp, vulture, veiled owl, black stork, falcon, wild boar, 
edible dormouse, roe deer, deer, otter, pine marten, fox, 
wolf, land tortoises and many more. At the museum you will 

be able to see the above listed animals in natural size. 
Climbing down from the museum towards the center of 

town of Belogradchik you will be able to visit the Hadji Hus-
sein Mosque. It is a cultural monument of local importance. 
It was built in 1751 and is remarkable for being the only 
mosque in the country with a ceiling of Bulgarian carving.

The next stop along the itinerary is the town of Vidin. The 
town is located 53 km from Belogradchik. Vidin was once a 
Roman fortress known by the name Bononia. During the Mid-
dle Ages, the settlement was called Bdin, which became of 
strategic importance and gradually became one of the most 
important cities in the Balkans. 
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At the zenith of its power, Vidin is one of the last medieval capitals and keeps the memory of the ruined grandeur of the Second 
Bulgarian State.

As part of the Ottoman Empire, the city developed itself as an important commercial and cultural center. Since that time, many 
architectural evidence remain, which still occupy an important part in the urban landscape.

The symbol of the town is the Medieval fortress Baba Vida’s towers. The fortress is one of the business cards of the country and an 
important tourist stop. It was built on the remains of the ancient city of Bononia. The construction of the medieval castle began in the 
second half of the 10th century, and during the Second Bulgarian Kingdom (end of XII - XIV century) the most significant construction took 
place. The last Bulgarian tsar before the fall of Bulgaria under Ottoman rule Ivan Sratsimir (1324 - 1397) lived in the fortress. The fortress 
is surrounded by a moat that once was filled with water from the Danube river and the bridge was mobile. Baba Vida Fortress has nine 
corner and intermediate towers, and the walls and towers end with battlements. There is a prison in the fortress where torture devices 
can be seen. Attractive for the visitors are the figures of executioner and prisoner, with whom tourists often take pictures. On one of the 
terraces are exposed tops and a gibbet. Baba Vida is one of the most preserved medieval defense facilities in Bulgaria. 
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Next to the Baba Vida Fortress, an indoor Lapidar-
ium was built, which is housed in the building 

of a former Turkish warehouse. The Lapidarium has 
an impressive collection of 38 epigraphic monu-
ments dating from antiquity to the 19th century. 
The exhibits are architectural elements, tomb-
stones and other cultural assets. The epigraphic 
monuments were found on the territory of the 
Vidin district.

In the vicinity of the Lapidarium, walking in 
the Danube Riverside Park you can see the Syna-
gogue of Vidin. It is the second largest after the syna-
gogue in Sofia, but is considered to be more beautiful. It 
is located in a trapezoidal plot (triangular with a cut off acute 
angle). According to the plan, the building is completely 
symmetrical, with a regular shape, of the type of a 
three-nave basilica with a narthex, galleries and 4 
towers. It was built in the likeness of the syna-
gogue in Budapest, and its architects were known 
at the time Ferdinand and Francesco. The Syna-
gogue is about to be restored and adapted at the 
“Jules Paskin” Cultural center.

As you continue your stroll in Danube Riv-
erside Park, you can visit the Mosque and the 
Osman Pazvatoglu Library. They are located in 
the Town’s Garden (Danube Riverside Park) opposite 
the Metropolitan Complex in Kaleto (the Old Town). 
The mosque was a massive stone building with strict-
ly Oriental architecture. The mosque’s minaret ends with a 
stylized peak, which is probably the sign of the military 
unit to which Osman Pazvantoglu belongs, or (accord-
ing to another version) depicts a turned heart as an 
expression of unrequited love. The peak empha-
sizes the independence of Pazvantoglu from the 
Sultan, whose sign is the crescent. According to 
some, Pazvantoglu dedicated his mosque to his 
father, who was beheaded in Vidin by order of 
the Sultan; according to others, he dedicated it 
to his beloved Bulgarian girl. The version of the 
unrequited love between Osman Pazvantoglu and 
a Bulgarian Christian is better known. The mosque 

is also known as the «Heart Mosque» because of this 
fact. It can be viewed freely by anyone and even 

pictured from the inside.
The library is stone, square, covered with a 

tin of lead, with a small open vestibule and a 
room. The inscription above the entrance reveals 
that Pazvantoglu dedicated the library his late 
mother. The books in the library were housed in 
24 crates. Of these, 2014 volumes were submit-
ted to the Republic of Turkey, and 650 nos. to the 

Oriental Department of the National Library “St. 
St. Cyril and Methodius”.

Another interesting landmark in the town of Vidin is 
the “Konaka” History Museum. It is an original architectural 

monument of culture of local importance. It is located in 
the central part of Vidin. In 1956 the building has been 

turned into a museum. The museum houses archeol-
ogy and history expositions of Bulgaria during the 
15th-19th centuries. The Prehistory section shows 
rock drawings from the Magura Cave. The Late 
Bronze Age (1500-1200 BC) is represented by a 
rich collection of objects - tools and ornaments, 
a large variety of inlaid earthenware and cult 
objects. The Antique section is represented by 

rich and varied collections of objects from the 
large Roman cities of Ratiaria (Archar village), 

Bononia (Vidin) and Roman Castra Martis (Kula). A 
large number of stone sculptures are stored here - 

richly decorated Roman sarcophagi, tombstones and vo-
tive plates. The original floor mosaic found in a suburban villa 

near Ratiaria (III c) is added to the archeological wealth 
of the Roman era.

Near the Konaka Museum is the Cathedral of 
Saint Martyr Dimitar. The temple is the second 
largest in Bulgaria after the St. Alexander Nevski 
Monument in Sofia. It is located in the central 
part of the town in a park environment. It is a 
functioning Christian church in very good condi-
tion and free access. 
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On 35 km from the town of Vidin is the town of Kula, where in the very 
center of the town we can visit the remains of the late antique fortress 

«Castra Martis». Its occurrence is related to the history of the Bulgarian 
lands during the Roman and early Byzantine epoch (I-VI c.). The fortress 
guarded the important Roman road from Bononia (Vidin) to Singidunum 
(Belgrade).

The Ethnographic House in Kula can be visited too, situated on just 
500 meters from the fortress. It shows objects from the life of Kula and 
the surrounding villages. Currently, the collection contains about 1000 
exhibits of ethnographic value donated by residents of the town of Kula 

and the villages in the municipality. The exhibits are divided into 4 parts: 
Kula - urban and Kula - rural life, crafts and costumes. The oldest item is 

a handmade chromel that belonged to a local household at the end of the 
17th century.
On 23 km from the town of Kula is located “St. Trinity” Rakovitsa Monastery. 

It is located below Chernoglav Peak (at 858 m asl) in the Western Fore-Balkan 
Mountain. It is located between the villages of Rakovitsa and Kireevo, Makresh 

municipality, 4km northwest of the village of Rakovitsa, almost on the bor-
der of the Republic of Bulgaria with Serbia. The monastery is a complex 
of two churches, residential and farm buildings. Built in the 10th century, 
an old church (8.5x8 m) is of the inscribed cross type and is a cross-
domed, with a high dome on a six-sided drum and with a narthex built 
at the beginning of the 19th c. In 1979 and 2005 the valuable murals 
were restored. Several times the Rakovitsa Monastery was renovated 
and burned by the Turks. The condition of the monastery is good and 
access to it is free.
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After a stroll through the Montana and Vidin districts, 
you can visit Dolj County, Romania, which borders 

the Vidin District via the great European Danube River. 
A modern bridge connects the two banks of the Danube, 
and the common historical, cultural and natural riches 
of these vast and beautiful lands make every step of the 
Dolj lands a new adventure and undiscovered magic.

The first stop in Romania is the Marincu Palace in 
Calafat, which houses the Museum of Art and Ethnogra-
phy since 1967. The property is owned by Stefan Marincu, 
a wealthy man and mayor of Calafat during 1911-1914, 
built in memory of his daughter, Mariora, who died at the 
age of 13 of tuberculosis. The foundation stone was laid 
in the fall of 1904, with work completed three years lat-
er and the palace opened in 1908. It was built in French 
neoclassical style, with Baroque and Rococo accents and 

influenced by Romanian architecture by the beginning 
of the twentieth century according to the plans of the 
French architect Paul Gothereu. The building is distin-
guished by its impressive size, but also by the finesse 
of the details. At the moment, the building houses the 
Art and Ethnographic Museum in Calafat. The muse-
um exhibits objects of contemporary Romanian art - 
paintings, graphics, works by artists from Dolj coun-
ty, paintings by Nicolae Grigorescu, Henry Katardzhi, 
Theodore Palladi, sculptures by Ion Irimescu, Nicu 
Enia, George Demetrescu Mirea. The museum also has 
a collection of national costumes and clothing, rugs, 
and other household items.

The village of Maglavit is located 15 km from the 
town of Calafat, 1 km before the village it is necessary 
to turn right to reach the Maglavite monastery. The 
monastery is associated with Petrache Lupu (the mag-
ical shepherd who speaks to God). The construction 
of the monastery began in 1935, with donations from 
believers from Maglavit, in memory of the miracle of 
Petrache Lupu, but it remains unfinished. During the 
communist regime, the church was destroyed and re-
built later. The construction activities are completed 
in 2006. Today, the monastery complex has been com-
pleted and since 2010 it has been transformed into a 
monastery for nuns. The Calvary of Petrache Lupu, the 
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«magic» shepherd whose legend is known all 
over the world, is also located in the monas-
tery complex.

26. On 14 km from Maglavit is the Cultur-
al Port of Cetate. It is located on the Danube 
River, between the towns of Calafat and Tur-
nu Severin. From 1880 until the middle of 
the last century, it functioned as the agricul-
tural port of the olive producer Barbu Druga. 
In 1997, the impressive building of the port 
master, built more than 100 years ago by Ital-
ian masters but abandoned and destroyed in 
the course of the years, was purchased by 
Mircea Dinescu. The former agricultural port 
is thus being reborn as a “cultural port”. 
Since 2007, a modern kitchen and mini-hotel 
have been built at the port. Cruise ships are 
regularly served at the port. Today, the Port 
of Cetate is known for its cuisine, which uses 
only natural products from its own farm, and 
the “Dinescu Wine” produced in the Galicea 

Mare wine cellar.
On some 81 km from the Port of Cetate is located Jitianu Mon-

astery. It is located in the Jiu Valley, 3 km south of Craiova Munici-
pality, near the Craiova-Calafat Road (E79). The Jitianu Monastery 
is a men monastery and was built between 1654-1658 on the ruins 
of an old church, built by Mircea Stari, with the contributions of 
the treasurers Ginea Bratastanu and Udriste. The present church 
was built by Mrs. Balasa, the wife of Lord Constantine Basarab 
Carnu. The monastery has a collection of icons painted on wood 
and glass, dating from the time of Alexandru Ioan Cuza.

The next stop is town of Craiova. The city impresses every 
visitor who touches the endless parks, exceptional museums and 
preserved antiquities. Impressive urban environment, exceptional 
cultural monuments and fascinating architecture make the place a 
desirable destination for romantics. The modern center of Craiova 
attracts with its variety of monuments, pedestrian alleys, shop-
ping streets and landscaped gardens, diverse cultural spaces, mu-
seums, ancient buildings and vast parks.

The first stop in Craio-
va is the Oltenia Muse-
um. It consists of 3 main 
sections, located in different 
buildings in Craiova. The most 
important and interesting is the his-
tory and archeology section, originally located in a building that 
belonged to the Madonna Dudu Church. Construction of today’s 
building began in the early 20th century, with funds provided by the 
Ministry of Education and Religions and the municipality of Craio-
va, and in 1906, on the occasion of the 40th anniversary of King Car-
ol I’s reign, the first mixed school was founded there. In 1948, the 
communist regime closed the school and turned the building into a 
museum. To date, the Museum has 234 988 exhibits, of which 573 
are classified in the Treasure category. This collection from the 
Oltenia Museum was expanded in 2011 with the most surprising 
discovery, namely a treasure of 75 gold coins (19th c) brought to 
light in the archaeological excavations of Desa, Dolj County.
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The Ethnography section of the Oltenia Museum is located in the iconic 
building of Craiova, Casa Baniei (Baniei House). Visitors to this histor-

ical and cultural monument have the opportunity to enter the world of folk 
customs through the thematic exhibitions opened here. The house is the 
oldest civic building in Craiova. It was built in 1699 on the initiative of the 
ruler Constantin Brancoveneau on the site of an older building from the 15th 
century, which originally belonged to the famous Craiova boyar familie. It is 
located in the central part of the town, next to the Metropolitan Cathedral 
of St. Dimitar. From 1933 to 1948, the Oltenia Museum was housed here, 
after which it became the property of Metropolitan of Oltenia. Since 1966, 
the old monument of Brancoveanu architecture has become an ethnograph-
ic museum of Oltenia, with a priceless heritage that currently includes over 
9,000 folk art objects, grouped by collections, and includes traditional 
village instruments, folk musical instruments, ceramics, sculptures from 
wood, fabrics and rugs, leather, folk costumes and clothing, painted eggs, 
icons, religious and religious objects. 

After visiting Casa Baniei, you can visit the nearby Mihai Viteazul 
Square. In summer and spring, tourists can enjoy the beautiful gardens with 

flowers, among which is the magnificent statue of Mihai Viteazul. This is a Romanian national hero who for 
the first time unites the principalities of Transylvania, Moldova and Wallachia. In the evening time, guests 
of the town can see the unique Singing Fountains on the square. 

31. On the square you can see the building of the Administrative Palace or also known as the Palace 
of Prefectures. It was built at the beginning of the 20th century, most probably in the period 1912-1913, 
according to the plans of the architect Petre Antonescu, in the neo-Romanian style, popularized by Ion 
Mincu. The palace is a monumental building made of stone, brick and reinforced concrete in neo-Roman-
esque style, arranged in the shape of the letter E on a plane symmetrical to the vertical of the central 
tower. The building has two main facades, which correspond to the entrances of the building, to the west 
(towards Mihai Vitezul Square) and to the east (towards the English Park), with more importance to the 
west.

32. In the immediate vicinity you can see the impressive ancient build-
ing of the Palace of the Commercial Bank (Craiova City Hall). The 
Commercial Bank is one of the most beautiful buildings in the town 
and even in the country, impressing both with its appearance and 
through the interior, richly decorated with stained glass windows, 
chandeliers and mosaics. 
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33. After a stroll through the center of town of Craiova, 
you can visit Madonna Dudu Episcopal Cathedral. It bears 
this name because of the icon of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
found in the 17th century close to a mulberry tree (in Roma-
nian “dud”) , which is located in the same place where the 
temple was later erected. It was built (in Brancoveanu style) 
between 1758-1760, in the place of an older wooden church. 
The temple is one of Craiova’s remarkable religious sites, 
with an important cultural role.

34. The last stop on the itinerary is the Cathedral of “St. 
Dimitar”. The temple is considered to be the oldest reli-
gious building in the town. That is why the temple receives 
special attention from the faithful voivode and boyars who 
often contribute to its maintenance. The relics of St. Ni-
fon of Constantinople, St. Sergei and Bacchus and St. Martyr 
Tatiana are located in St. Dimitar Cathedral. According to 
the Romanian historian N. Iorga, the oldest church school in 
Oltenia also operated within this temple. In 1939, the church 
became a metropolitan cathedral. 
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ITINERARY № 2

Places to visit: VARSHETS – OGOSTA DAM – BELOGRADCHIK – RABISHA – ORESHETS– 
STAKEVTSI – VIDIN– GRAMADA - GRADETS – CALAFAT – CIUPERCENI NOI – CRAIOVA – SEGAR-
CEA – PLENITA – CETATE – BISTRET – VARSETS

Length of tourist route (itinerary) from the starting to the final point: 820 km.
For how long: As the sites are far apart, it is advisable to allow about seven days for 

the entire itinerary to be completed. All three districts offer good accommodation and are 
suitable for vacations. 

When: Suitable seasons to visit the itinerary are: spring, summer and fall
How: the best way is by car because using public transport will take longer.  

The itinerary starts from the town of Varshets. Everything in this town is making you feel 
relaxed, the endless alleys, sunken in the cool shade of the sidewalks, the eco paths, the 
crowing of the roosters, the yards strewn with various fruits. Varshets is a place where you 
can enjoy the beautiful nature, peace and quietness. 

Nature lovers can visit the eco trail Ivanchova Polyana. The route is easy and pleasant, 
suitable for people of age over 55. The whole transition takes about 3 hours. The entire 
length of the trail is about 6km. The itinerary starts from the Town Park (Sunny Garden) in 

Varshets and continues to the «Ivanchova Polyana» area, famous for its dance parties 
and fun. The place is also suitable for picnics in nature.The locals believe that 

washing with the morning dew of Ivanchova Polyana before sunrise is healing.
The end of the path leads to the beautiful “Raiski kat” waterfall (Paradise 
Corner), which is a two-stage water cascade. Next to the waterfall, there 
are gazebos and a place for relaxation where tourists can enjoy the beau-
ty of nature and tranquility.

After a walk in nature, tourists can relax by taking advantage of the 
swimming pool and the procedures offered in the new town bath with 
mineral water in Varshets. Clean air and healing water also have a good 
effect on diseases of the gastrointestinal tract, the excretory system, 

eye and skin problems, etc. The town’s bath is open daily, except on 
Sundays.

After the bath, you can take a relaxing stroll through the center of Var-

 The natural treasures of Vidin, 
Montana and Dolj
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shets, where there is a beautiful pedestrian area known as the Boulevard 
with plane trees. On both sides of the two-kilometer-long boulevard, are 
rising trees more than 100 years old. This is also a traditional place for walking 
the guests and residents of Varshets, and along the alley are located some of the 
most beautiful villas in the town, built in the early twentieth century.

Varshets is also famous for its beautiful park, which is the second largest planted park 
in Bulgaria after the Borisova Garden in Sofia, with an area of 800 acres. It merges with 
the Sunny Garden, built in 1934. The name of the garden comes from the alleys, which 
are in the form of rays made of a special stone that reflects the sunlight. It is a magical 
place for relaxation and restoration of internal balance, as well as for walks. The garden 
makes Varshets air especially clean, moist and breathable.

After the town of Varshets, tourists can direct to Ogosta Dam, which is located 34 km 
from Varshets. It is the fourth largest in terms of area and the second largest artificial 
reservoir in the country. It covers an area of 23.6 sq km and has a total volume of 506 

million m3. Fishermen can take advantage and try their luck. There are legendary 
fish abundance of impressive size. Near the dam there is a restaurant and a 

complex with recreation facilities and swimming pools. The view from there 
is unforgettable.

After the Ogosta Dam you can visit the town of Belogradchik. It is 
located 69 km from the dam. In Belogradchik you will find mystical rocks, 
incredible landscapes and mysterious caves.

The Astronomical Observatory must be visited in Belogradchik. It is 
located in the immediate vicinity, about 100m from the Belogradchik for-
tress Kaleto, which offers a picturesque view of the Belogradchik rocks. 

The observatory has three telescopes - 60 cm Kasagren, 36.5 cm Celestro-
ne and 15 cm Kasegren, with which tourists can observe the night sky, the 

stars when visiting it. When visiting during the day, tourists can view the tel-
escopes and equipment of the observatory. At night visits (evening after getting 

dark) sky objects and nebulae can be observed. If desired, an application to use is 
required between 3 and 7 days in advance (to provide an astronomer).

After the Observatory, town’s guests can stroll in the town’s park. It pro-
vides wonderful conditions for rest amidst the quietness of the pine forest 
and the chirping of the birds.

Another alternative is to visit some of the eco trails in the area that 
leads along the mysterious slopes of the Balkans to the peaks of the 
westernmost part of Stara Planina. More information about eco trails can 
be found at the local Tourist Information Center, located on the square.
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A meeting with traces of the first human 
civilizations in Magura Cave is forthcoming. 
It is located 17 km from Belogradchik, 1.5 
km from Rabisha village and 35 km southwest 
of Vidin. The cave covers an area of   83 ha, 
carved into the limestone Rabisha mound 
(461 m above sea level). One of the largest 
caves in Bulgaria - the total length of the 
galleries opened so far is about 2500m. It 
consists of a main gallery, oriented southeast 
- northwest and three side branches. The 
main halls are: the Gallery with the Draw-
ings, the Triumphal Hall, the Bat Gallery, the 

Hall of the Stalactons, the Hall of the Fallen 
Pine, the Triumphal Hall, the Throne Hall, 
the Poplar Hall. The fantastic underworld 
with figures of stalactites, stalagmites and 
stalactones strikes even the richest human 
imagination. Some of the first human draw-
ings created more than five millennia ago are 
preserved in the cave.

Fishing lovers can take advantage of the 
proximity of Rabish Lake to practice their 
hobby. The lake offers excellent conditions 
for fishing of carp, silver carp, white carp, 
pike, catfish and others. It is the largest in-

land lake in Bulgaria and the seventh among 
all lakes in the country. The lake is of tecton-
ic origin and is extinct. 

The region is also home to one of the 
most beautiful cave-shaped caves, the «Ven-
etsa» cave. The cave is located in Kraishte 
locality about 3km from gara Oreshets (train 
station) and 14km from Belogradchik. It is 
open to visitors since June 1, 2015. Its length 
is about 200-220m, distributed in 5 halls with 
displacement of 26m. It takes about half an 
hour to visit it. Venetsa Cave (the Wreath) 
is considered one of the most beautiful in 

the country because of its many different 
formations. Colorful lighting contributes to 
the beauty, which presents different entities 
in a completely different way. In the cave 
you can see formations such as: ice crystals, 
stalactites, stalagmites, argonite crystals, 
grape stalactite (very rarely found in caves 
in Bulgaria), dendrites and others. There are 
crystals scattered throughout the ground due 
to the crystallization of water and minerals 
in the surrounding rocks. 

The St. George Church is located 50 me-
ters from the parking lot for the cave «Ven-

etsa». It was built on the foundations of an 
older church and dates from the early 19th 
century. Some of the builders are from Mace-
donia. The murals that are unique to the re-
gion are made by different painters. Among 
the famous authors are Nikola Gergov and Vi-
tan Nikolov. In 1973 the temple was declared 
a cultural monument. According to legend, 
the water that flows from the nearby foun-
tain and apparently springs from the depths 
of the Balkans is holy.
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The next stop along the route is the White Waterfall in Stakevtsi village. From 
Oreshets village to Stakevtsi village are 32 km. The height of the waterfall is 

about 15 meters (two water falls) and is located in a very beautiful area. Nes-
tled highly among the debris of the Balkan Mountains, the beautiful waterfall 
complements the landscape of pristine nature in the area. It was declared 
a natural landmark in 1976 and is included in the longest eco-route in the 
Western Balkans. Several smaller waterfalls can be seen along the river bed. 
The waterfall is easily reached by going through the whole village along the 
main road, which after the village continues upwards to the mountain. On 

the way after the village you will notice information boards about the flora 
and fauna in the area. After about 500m further up the road you will reach a 

fork, where on the left side you will see a white bird sign on a red background 
indicating «Protected Territory» and there is a white-red marking on the trees. 

The waterfall itself is located in the valley and you can go down it on a steep path. 
Walking from the village to the waterfall is no more than 30-40 min.

After the village of Stakevtsi you can visit a little known natural phenomenon 
«Chuturite», located in the eastern part of the Marinska district near the town 

of Gramada. Their area is about 250 acres. The name is derived from their 
shape, resembling wooden vessels of the past for breaking wheat. The spurs 
were formed about 7 million years ago through the Bessarabian pediment of 
Sarmata (Miocene) from organogenic limestone mass, inlaid on the stems of 
trees growing in the coastal zone of the Sarmatian Sea. The stones are scat-
tered in disarray. In places, they are two to three meters apart, at greater 
distances elsewhere. Their average thickness is 45 centimeters, and some 

reach more than a meter. All are in the form of a carefully cut, thick-cut saw. 
In the middle, they have a cylindrical opening that goes up to thirty centime-

ters to the root of the stem.

After 44 km in the direction of Vidin, tourists can visit the next interesting des-
tination of the route, the Albutin Rock Monastery. The monastery is located in the area 
of   Albotin (Albutin) along the river Topolovets between the villages of Gradets and 

Rabrovo, near the village of Deleyna. The monastery is situated highly in the rock, 
at the foot of which spreads a wide meadow, irrigated by a nice spring, which 

in the past was used for the orchard and vegetable garden of the monastery. 
It offers a picturesque view. The name «Albotin» comes from a disappeared 
village of the same name. In the rock massif on the north side of the river a 
monastery was built, using natural shallow caves and rock sheds and addi-
tionally carved premises and external facades and walls were carved. The 
monastery complex is built at a height of about 25 meters. This is the only 
monastery in Vidin, which in its entirety - the temple, bell tower and dwell-
ings (three in number) of the monks (with a corridor built in front of them) is 

carved with a chisel in the rock.
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The route continues on tours through the mysterious lands of Dolj 
County. 

The first site that you can visit in Romania is the Ciurumela Forest 
Reserve. This is an ancient acacia-preserved forest reserve located in the 
municipality of Poiana Mare. The distance from the town of Vidin to Poiana 
Mare is 30 km. The forest reserve is located on the right side of the Republican road 
Calafat - Bechet - Cherna Voda, about 5 km from the village of Poiana Mare. The size of 
the acacia trees is unique in Europe. The Acacia Forest in the reserve is more than 90 years 
old and covers an area of 8 hectares.

The next interesting site is the ornithological reserve in the village of Ciuperceni Noi. 
It is located 16 km from Poiana Mare. The reserve covers an area of   500 ha from the Danube 
River and was declared a protected area of   national interest in 1971. It is known for its 
natural habitats, characteristic of steppe and Silicep. More than 140 species of birds, some 
rare including the Black Stork, the Heron Dwarf, the Duck, the White Codot, the Purple Bat, 
the Red Duck and others live here, making the area designated as a Special Bird Area within 
the European Ecological Network – Natura 2000. 

A visit to the fabulous Craiova, dotted with landscaped squares and beautiful vast parks.

Nicolae Romanescu Park is one of the iconic sites in Craiova. It is also 
known as Bibescu Park, Independence Park or National Park, located on the 

site of the Bibescu family mansion and garden. The park is one of the 
most beautiful in Europe. It has a small zoo (which includes deer, lla-
mas, golden pheasants, monkeys, tigers, lions, jaguars, bears, wolves, 
foxes, hawks and owls, etc.), a nice lake, a magnificent suspension 
bridge over the lake. The most spectacular views are in spring and 
autumn. Of course, the park is beautiful in winter, too. The park is 
an oasis of peace, far from the sounds of the city. There are many 
linden trees, oak trees and other types of trees. In the fall the colors 

are gorgeous. Walking around the green heart of Craiova saturates 
the senses with emotions and experiences, filled with positive energy, 

among ponds and water spaces.

The Botanical Garden is another jewel among the many green gardens of 
Craiova. It is located in the south-western part of Craiova, situated on an area 

of   about 12.8 hectares and is a true oasis of harmony, colours and tranquilli-
ty. In the garden, you can enjoy a relaxing holiday in the beautiful ponds 

with floating swans and ducks, fabulous flower gardens that caress the 
view and bring a real delight. In the Botanical Garden you can see 
many interesting native plant species, as well as exotic vegetation 
species. During the different seasons of the year, fascinating flower 
arrangements are made. 
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The Craiova Museum of Natural History was founded in 
1923 under the name « the Museum of Nature and History 
of Craiova «. Five years later /1928 / became a section of 

the Oltenia Regional Museum. The natural history section 
has been housed in different buildings during its operation. 

In the period 1975-1986, due to the lack of adequate space, 
the museum did not function. On March 13, 1986 it reopened 
the doors on the first floor of the building at 8 Popa Saptsa 

Street, where it is still located today. Initially, there were 
two permanent exhibitions - «Butterflies - Flying Petals» 
and «For the Life of Animals». For visitors who want to get 
acquainted with the beauty of nature, which Oltenia is en-

dowed with, the exhibition provides information through two 
interactive systems that represent the protected territories, 

tourist attractions and sites in the country. The most in-
teresting part is the artificial cave with two entrances for 
visitors. The cave is also provided with a sound installation 

that reproduces the sound of water dripping and bats flying.
Be sure to stroll through downtown Craiova, which is 

attracted by the variety of monuments, pedestrian lanes, 
shopping streets, museums and ancient buildings. 

In the center you can enjoy a holiday at Tineretului Park 
(Youth Park). The park was opened in October 2009 on an area 
of almost 60 hectares. It offers a wide range of sports and lei-
sure activities such as tennis, mini football, basketball, vol-
leyball, table tennis, roller skate and skateboard, mini golf, 
jogging alleys and playgrounds. 

For wine lovers a visit to the Royal Wine Cellar Segarcha 
is a must. Segarcha wines are the pride of the Dolj and are 

popular far beyond the borders of the area with their ex-
ceptional taste. Segarcha - the «kingdom of dreams», as 
its Latin roots say, is one of the twelve wineries - the 
vineyards that the Royal House of Romania took over 
during its administration under King Carol I. They pro-
duce high quality red wines in the winery, such as Pinot 
Noir, Merlot, Burgundy Mare, Cabernet Sauvignon and 

some white wines. You can taste wines at the winery 
and buy some.

 After the wine tasting, you can travel to Plenitsa, which 
is 23 km away from Segarcha. You can visit the Wild Peony 

Reserve there, which is located in Plenitsa Forest. It is located 
in the northern part of the Romanian plain, at the border with 
the Ghetic Plateau, on 3 km from the municipality of Plenitsa, 
at the exit to Verbitsa and Oprisor and covers an area of 854 
ha. The most appropriate time to visit the reserve is in May, 
because then the Romanian wild peony (Paeonia peregrina var. 
Romanica) blooms, occupying an area of 56 hectares.

You can also visit Fossil Dranic Point. Dranic municipality 
is located about 32 km south of Craiova. Dranik’s fossil point is 
located on the right side of the Jiu River Valley, near the epon-
ymous area. Access is via DJ 561 to the Dranic municipality and 
then a local road to the left, which descends into the plain of 
the Jiu River.

The last stop along the route is the municipality of Bistreti, 
where one can visit the recreational and fishing area at Lake 
Calugareni. On the lake, fishing enthusiasts can indulge in their 
favorite hobby - fishing. And those who are not fans of this sport 
can indulge in a pleasant vacation amidst the beauty and tran-
quility of nature and the lake.
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Friendly trip to Vidin, 
Montana and Dolj

ITINERARY № 3 

Places to visit: CRAIOVA – BUCUVAT - PERISOR – GALICEA MARE – BAILESTI – FILIASI– 
CALAFAT – CETATE – CORABIA – VIDIN – BELOGRADCHIK – BOROVITSA – CIPROVTSI – MON-
TANA – BARZIA – BERKOVITSA – VARSETS – CRAIOVA

Length of tourist route (itinerary) from the starting to the final point: 810 km.
Season: Year-round

For how long: As the sites are far apart from each other, it is advisable to allow about 
seven days for the entire route to be completed. All three districts offer good accommoda-
tion and are suitable for vacations. 

When: Suitable seasons for visiting the route are all seasons
How: the best way is by car because using public transport will take longer

The itinerary starts from Craiova, one of the most beautiful towns in Romania, hiding 
brilliant architectural masterpieces and countless surprises for tourists.

Art lovers can visit the Craiova Museum of Art. It is located in the town center in the 
seat of the Palace of the Mihail family. This impressive building was built between 1900 and 

1907 by the French architect Paul Gottereau, commissioned by the family of Constan-
tine Mihail, which at that time were one of the richest families in Romania. This 

building is a true masterpiece of architecture that attracts all the admiration 
of visitors. Currently, the museum has a valuable and rich cultural heritage, 

consisting of about 12,000 works of art. 
After the Museum of Art you can continue the walking tour of the 

center and immerse yourself in the beauty of magnificent old buildings 
that look like a fairy tale, you can take pictures with striking bronze 
statues representing different layers of society in the 18th and 19th centu-
ries. From a man feeding pigeons, through ladies, whose clothes appear 
to belong to the higher class, to the street-organ player and the newspa-

per man. You can buy a sandwich or ice cream and sit around the singing 
fountains at Mihai Viteazul Square or in the English Garden, where you can 

enjoy the tranquility and sunshine. Then you can stroll through the quiet 
streets and tour souvenir shops, and visit the local Mall.
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You shouldn’t miss to see one of Craiova’s iconic buildings, the Marin So-
rescu National Theater, renovated in 1850, but its current building, located on 
William Shakespeare Square, was officially completed in 1973 and offers two halls with 
a total of 820 seats, as well as a multifunctional lobby. It is the only theater in Romania to 
be awarded the Order of Cultural Merit in recognition of the outstanding achievements of 
the theatrical troupe. Annually in April, the theater hosts the International Shakespeare 
Festival, one of the most interesting and recognized cultural events in Romania.

In the central part of the town, next to the theater, you can also see the building of 
the University of Craiova. The construction of the building was completed in 1896, de-
signed by Ion Socolescu in neoclassical style and was originally used as a courtroom.

In the town of Craiova you can visit the Church of St. Nicholas - Dorobanti. The church 
was erected in 1782-1793 and subsequently restored. It is located 500 meters from the Ma-
donna Dudu Church and the Oltenia Museum. The name under which the church is known 
with the dedication of St. Nicholas is also Dorobanatia, which comes from the name of the 

neighborhood where it was built. After the restoration, the church emphasizes the 
post-Bronze architectural style of the old churches in Oltenia and the Romanian 

country, in a triconic plain, with an open porch of arches and brick columns. 
The base is made of brick with masonry and sheet coverings. The church 

is extremely beautiful and must be visited by the guests of Craiova.
Another church that impresses with its beauty is the Church of the 

Assumption of the Virgin Mary-Mantuleasa. The church is located 
in the centre of Craiova. It was built between 1786-1792 by bricks, 
from the janitor Barbu Stirbei and Ioan, watts of tailors, in the place 
of an older church erected by the Doppina Strambeanu. It was then 
demolished and rebuilt several times. The 
icon-painting, which is extremely im-
pressive, is the work of the famous 
artist Costache Petrescu. It was 

painted with oil in 1896, and is a 
combination of Byzantine and Ro-

manian Renaissance style. 
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Another place to visit in the vicinity of Craiova is the 
Bucovat Monastery (Koshuna). The monastery, also known 
as Bucovat Vechi, is an old Orthodox monastery located at 
the exit of Craiova on the road leading to Cetate, in the 
district of Mofloni. It was built in 1483 on the site of the for-
mer Roman fortress Pelendava, made of stone and brick. The 
present church dates back to 1572, from the time of the ruler 
Alexander II Mircea, when Stefan and his son Parvo, built the 
church of St. Ieronime Nikolai.The first name of the Koshu-
na monastery is derived from the Slavic word meaning «pas-
ture», either from the Latin word for «fable» or from the fact 
that these places are often descended from mountain people 
weaving walnut baskets. The new name of the monastery «Bu-
covat» comes from the Slavic word for «beech» and refers to 
the large beech forests in the area.

After the town of Craiova, Archeology lovers can head to 
the village of Racari, which is located 30 km from Craiova, 
where they can visit Roman Castra by Racari de Jos. The 
place is easily accessible and is suitable for visiting by people 
of age over 55 . The ruins of the Roman fortress at Racari 

de Jos were discovered in the late 19th century, and archaeo-
logical excavations here prove that the military fortification, 
which is approximately 170 meters long and 145 wide, domi-
nated the entire area along the banks of the Jiu River during 
the period from the Daco-Roman wars to the great deviation 
of Aurelus. Excavations include a Roman fortress that operat-
ed in four different periods, from the time of the Daco-Roman 
wars (101-106 BC), to the near departure of the Romans (year 
271 BC). 

At 6 km from Racari you can visit the Filisanu Mausoleum 
of Filiasi. The Filisanu Family Mausoleum is the most famous 
historical monument in the town of Filiasi. A history-laden 
building with impressive architecture, the mausoleum was 
built between 1865-1868 by Dimitri Filisanu, a boyar who 
marks the evolution of this town, becoming a true historical 
figure. The mausoleum is worth seeing because of the beauty 
of the construction, the work of the great architect Theophi-
lus von Hansen.

After visiting Filiasi, tourists could return to Craiova, 
where they can indulge in fabulous flower gardens and ponds, 

to visit the Botanical Gardens and Nicolae Romanescu Park 
in Craiova. More information about the sites can be found in 
Itinerary № 2.

After Craiova you can head to Perisor, which is 41 km 
away from Craiova in the direction of Calafat, where you can 
visit the Henri Coanda Memorial House of Perisor. In 2007, 
the Mayor of Perisor established a village museum dedicat-
ed to the great scientist Henry Coanda. The memorial house 
reminds everyone of the legendary Coanda and presents it 
through photographs that capture fragments of his life. The 
museum holds a series of photographs and texts for the great 
inventor as well as an ethnographic section. There is a bust of 
Coanda in the yard and an IAR 93 jet, № 109. 

Wine lovers can visit the Galicea Mare cellar. It is located 
13 km from Perisor. The winery is located in an area rich in 
tradition. At the winery you can participate in wine tasting, 
during which you can taste delicious local food and taste 
wines of excellent taste. 
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After a visit to the winery, you can head 
to Bailesti, 13 km away from the Galicea 
Mare cellar. Here you can visit the Memo-
rial House of the actor Amza Pelea from 
Bailesti. It opened in 2008 to mark the 25th 
anniversary of the actor’s death. The great 
actor Amza Pelea grew up in this house. The 
memorial home consists of only two rooms 
separated by a wide hall. In the room to the 
left are items used during the shooting of the 
successful movie “Nea Marin the Billionaire”. 
Here, in the form of $ 100 notes, you can see 
the poster of the well-known movie, as well 
as Nea Marin’s Oltenian suit with the small 
knit bag in which he holds his leek, you will 
also find countless items from traditional 

Oltenian households. The second room re-
produces the living room of Amza Pelea in 
Bucharest. Everywhere you can see family 
photos or snapshots of his artistic life, but 
also personal belongings, tobacco, hat, fish-
ing rod and so on. After a visit to the Memori-
al House you can stroll through the beautiful 
green park of Bailesti. 

You can then head to Maglavit, which is 
27 km away from Bailesti. Here you can visit 
the Museum of Village, which was opened 
on September 09, 2013 and is made from 

objects donated by people. The museum is 
arranged in several rooms, on the first floor 
there are traditional objects, dower-chests, 
furniture, looms, and various documents that 
tell the history of the village. The most im-
portant exhibit hall is the one in which Petra-
che Lupu’s room is presented. It has a wood-
en bed, carved and covered with woollen 
cloths made in the house. And inside there 
are gas lamp, a chest with a dowry, loaded 
with towels and pillows, a knit suitcase and 
other rural household items.

After Maglavit, you can head to Calafat, 
which is 15 km away from Maglavit. In Cala-
fat you can visit St. Nicholas Church. The 
church impresses with its lush decoration. 

After Calafat, you can head to Cetate (25 
km) to visit the Barbu Druga Castle. The Bar-
bu Druga mansion is located in the port set-
tlement of the Danube River, Cetate, which 
was built by Stefan Barbu Druga, a local no-
bleman. The estate is in Art Deco style, it 
clearly shows the influence of Italian villas. 
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The building is located in the middle of the 
park, which is connected through a series 
of terraces. Every summer, sculptors from 
around the world are invited by the owner of 
the mansion, art critic, to relax their imagi-
nation and create true masterpieces.

After Calafat, you can head to the Vidin 
District, where the presence of a number 
of world empires in the possession of these 
lands, first in Antiquity, then in the Middle 
Ages, left their imprints in the area. 

The first site that can be visited in Vi-
din is the emblematic for the town of Vidin, 
Baba Vida Fortress. A detailed description of 
the site can be found in the Itinerary 1.

After exploring the fortress, you can take 
a stroll in the Danube riverside Park and 
then visit the Church of St. Petka, in Kaleto 
neighbourhood. The church building is one-
nave, half-dug in the ground, with a semi-cy-
lindrical vault placed under a two-story roof. 
The church is icon-painted. It is located op-
posite the Cross Barracks in the old fortified 
town of “Kaleto”.

The Cross Barracks (Krastata kazarma) 
is a Cross-shaped Museum in the town of Vi-
din. The Cross Barracks building is unique to 
the Balkans. The Cross Barracks was built in 
1801 at the site where the Old seragio (the 
Pasha Palace) used to be. The cross-shaped 
building was built by Polish and French spe-
cialists for the Turkish military garrison, led 

by Pasha Osman Pazvantoglu (1794-1807). 
After the Liberation of Bulgaria, the building 
was used for military court and barracks of 
the Bulgarian army. The cross barracks is a 
unique Turkish building, its composition is of 
a specific shape, alien to the architecture in 
our lands in the XIX century.

Art lovers should visit the Nikola Petrov 
Art Gallery, located at the end of the Dan-
ube riverside Park towards the town center. 
The gallery is housed in the beautiful build-
ing of the former Military Club. The building 
intended for the Military Club was built in 
1892 with funds from the military units. The 
author is arch. Carl Shirek. The art gallery 
is named after one of the great Bulgarian 

artists Nikola Petrov, who was born in Vidin. 
It holds about 1500 works from around the 
world.

After Vidin, tourists can visit the town of 
Belogradchik, where they can combine an 
active holiday in a fabulous pine forest with 
a visit to unique local landmarks. Belograd-
chik is located 53 km from the town of Vidin.

Guests of Belogradchik must see the 
unique Belogradchik rocks. The destination 
is described in detail in the Itinerary № 1.

Descending from the Belogradchik Rocks 
towards the town center, tourists can visit 
the Panova House Historical Museum. Once 
a residential building, today the Panova 
House is a museum showing the life and cul-
ture of Belogradchik from the Renaissance. 
The house was built in 1810 in the town of 
Belogradchik. It is an example of Western 
Bulgarian architecture. The museum exhibits 
pottery - pitchers, pots, brandy flasks, cop-
per vessels, once widely used in everyday 
life, as well as typical clothing from the 18th-
19th centuries. Belogradchik masters’ objects 
- goldsmiths - earrings, bracelets, pafts, 
head jewelry are also found here.
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Wine lovers can visit the 
Borovitsa Cellar, 11 km away 

from Belogradchik. You can buy 
wine at the cellar and participate 
in wine tasting of local wines.

Art lovers can also visit 
the Valcho Valchev Art 

Gallery in Belograd-
chik. The gallery was 
opened in 1983. It 

exhibits over 180 
canvases - graph-
ics and paintings, 
including works by 

many famous Bul-
garian artists such 
as Vladimir Dimi-
trov-the Master, Svet-
lin Rusev, Stoyan Venev, 

Ivan Hristov, Yoan Leviev, 
Bahit Bapishev and others.
After Belogradchik you can visit the 

town of Chiprovtsi, famous for its carpets. The 
town of Chiprovtsi is 54 km away from Belogradchik.
In Chiprovtsi you have to visit the History Museum. 

A detailed description of the site is in the Itinerary 1.

 Along with the History Museum, it is a good idea to visit 
Katherinina House, also called the Carpet maker House. It ex-

hibits old clothing, utensils, weaving accessories. In addition 
to the carpets, a vertical loom can be seen there, showing how the car-

pets are made. In the yard, visitors can see a live exhibit of plants used to naturally dye 
the thread used to weave the famous Chiprovtsi carpets.
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The next stop along the route is town of Montana. There 
you can also enjoy an ethnographic exposition at Mihaylova 

House. It is part of the Montana History Museum, opened 
in 1955 as a house-museum «Hristo Mihailov». The house 
is the oldest preserved monument in architectural and 
construction terms in the territory of Montana. It is 
located next to the Orthodox Church of St.St. Cyr-
il and Methodius and the archeological exposition 
of Lapidarium. The house has an ethnographic ex-

position entitled «In the world of grandparents», 
which represents urban and rural life from the end 

of the 19th century and the beginning of the 20th cen-
tury. In the house is preserved and a corner of the 

patron.

 After Mihaylova House, you can 
head to the Old Bath in Montana. It 
is located in the heart of the town. 
It was built by the local Muslim 
population in the 16th c. There 
are speculations that the bath 
existed back in Roman times. 
Evidence supporting this theory 
is the open water supply system 

from the Roman era. Materials from 
Kaleto Hill were used to build it.

Then you can stroll through the beautiful square 
of Montana dotted with flower gardens, or you can 
relax in the Sunny Garden. It was created in 1952 and 
was renewed and refreshed in 2015. It was originally 
landscaped with large-sized deciduous ornamental spe-
cies. Subsequently, conifers were planted. Currently, the 
garden has a large number of benches for relaxation under 
the pleasant shade of the trees. There is also one of the 

largest ramps in Bulgaria for skates and skateboards.  
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After relaxing in the tranquility and quietness of the Sunny Garden, you can head to the «St. St. 
Cyril and Methodius» Klisurski Monastery. It is located 30 km from the town of Montana. The Klisur-

ski Monastery was founded in 1240, when it was called Vreschtetski. It was demolished and rebuilt 
several times. In a style similar to its present Renaissance, the Klisurski Monastery was rebuilt in 
1869 by the clergyman Archimandrite Antim Damyanov. Many relics /old icons, books, utensils, 
etc./ of which the most valuable are the relics of saints are stored in the Klisurski Monastery. 
In 2000, in the “holy spring” of the Klisurski Monastery, the so-called «living water» that comes 
from the peak of Todorini kukli. It is spring water, low in minerals and considered to be curative.

After visiting the holy cloister, you can head to Berkovitsa. The town is located 11 km from the 
monastery. In Berkovitsa tourists can interleave by visiting the Bergland Horse Base. It is located at 

the entrance of Berkovitsa. You can take riding lessons at the base. There are a variety of complexity 
and duration trails for riding in the nature, available to guests. The base has 17 horses, including meek 

horses that help beginner- riders discover the beauty of riding without fear or worry.

The last stop of the itinerary will be in town of Varshets. There you will be able to visit the Histo-
ry Museum. The museum was established in 1999. It is housed in a unique building in the center of 

the balneological town, built in the 1930s. The fund is structured in four collections: «Antiquity», 
«Archaeological finds and coin collections», «Balneology» and «Ethnography». The highlights of 
the permanent exposition are archaeological and ethnographic materials. The museum also has a 
temporary exhibition hall. 

The next place you can visit is the Varshets Art Gallery, which is part of the structure of the 
Museum. The gallery has 664 canvases and 27 sculptures of wood, clay and plaster. The gallery’s 
fund is raised by donations from the Open air exhibitions of the Arts during the traditional Holiday 
of the resort, mineral water and the Balkan mountain (in August). Exhibits of Bulgarian and foreign 

artists are presented, including artists from Germany, Vietnam, etc.
Admirers of religious tourism may visit St. George the Victorious Church. Construction of the 

church began in 1902, and the iconostasis was completed in 1906. The carving of the iconostasis is the 
work of a local master, and the icons are painted by the famous Acad. Ivan Stefanov. Some of the icons 

date from the XVII, XVIIIc. The four chandeliers made in Jerusalem and Constantinople are of great value. 
Interesting are both central candlesticks, donated in 1934 by Botev’s detachment soldier Dimitar Penev. In 

1992 the temple was completely restored and painted with beautiful murals.
The third itinerary can end with a pleasant and well-deserved walk through the Boulevard with 

the “plane trees” and the «Sunny Garden» park of Varshets, where tourists can enjoy 
the beauty and tranquility, which the beautiful nature bring up.

In conclusion, we can invite tourists of age over 55 to take trips around Dolj, Vidin and Mon-
tana, during which they will have the opportunity to make countless unexpected discoveries 
- new routes, hidden treasures and undisclosed secrets. Itineraries in this part of Europe are 
a real challenge, enchanting like a spring whiff, like the breath of summer and beautiful silver 
hair, covering the beauty of autumn colours and woven into the magic of the time. Welcome to a 

friendly trip to Vidin, Montana and Dolj!


